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Dr. Phillip Ward is a Professor of Kinesiology at The Ohio State University. He teaches and
studies physical education and teacher professional development in both preservice and
continuing education contexts. He is the director of the Learning to Teach Physical Education
Research Program that has as its central focus the development of teaching effectiveness in
physical education. Dr Ward has conducted more than 200 workshops for teachers. He has
authored or co-authored more than 200 research papers and book chapters, seven books and
has presented over 200 papers. His work has influenced teaching standards in the United States
(U.S.) and other countries. Dr Ward has received 15 university, national and international
awards for teaching, research and service. He leads or works with research teams Belgium,
China, Germany, South Korea, Turkey, and the (U.S.) He has given keynote or invited talks in
Belgium, China, Indonesia, Israel, Japan, South Korea, Tiirkiye, and the (U.S.). He reviews for
16 journals, serves on the board of two journals and is a Research Fellow of SHAPE America,
the National Academy of Kinesiology, and North American Society for Health, Physical
Education, Recreation, Sport, & Dance. He has graduated more than 200 master’s students and
advisers/advised 26 doctoral students. He is ranked by Stanford University as among the
world’s top 2% of scientists. In 2025 he received the highest honor for service to the profession

from SHAPE America the Luther Halsey Gulick Award and he gave the the C.H. McCloy

lecture, the highest honor for research contributions to SHAPE America.




